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° Dear Bobby: Id like to tackle fixing up my bathroom this
@ Winter.Is it advisable to do it on my own?

Dear Joseph: The bathroom(s) in your home
can be one of the most complicated and challeng-
ing rooms to remodel, everything from the simple
two piece powder room and right up to the most
dazzling four piece on suite. Money you spend on
everything from a simple facelift to a complete
remodel will pay you dividends when you decide
to sell your home, and until that time you will have
the pride and joy of knowing that you had a hand
(Iiterally) in the entire process.

Take control and don’t be intimidated!
| encourage all homeowners to do everything
they possibly can themselves. Right from planning,
designing, minor facelifts and possibly the demoli-
tion work. Lets be realistic: bathrooms are one of
the most expensive rooms to remodel, there are
many ways to keep the costs down including doing
some or all of the work yourself. Changing a toilet,
faucet, toilet paper holder, towel holders, mirror,
tired old shower curtain, refinishing existing cabi-
netry and simple painting, will unveil a new bath-
room that you could never have imagined — all
well within your budget and the realm of
construction skills that you either already have or
will have after studying home improvement books
that are readily available at your local book store.

— Sent in by Joseph M., Dundas

Research is first and foremost

Let me share with you a rule that | live my life by:
Never unequivocally trust any one particular
source/person as being absolute for all your infor-
mation (you can also apply this rule to everyday
lifel). Make your conclusions/decisions after obtain-
ing your research from many different sources
(using what | call “the rule of majority"). Be a smart
consumer, and once empowered with the right
knowledge, very little can go wrong. Whether it's
your contractor or the specialist from your home
improvement store that is offering you advice and
or coaching you through your project (especially if
its on a Friday), be cautious and sceptical. Remem-
ber, when it's all said and done, you are responsible
for all your choices, good or bad.

Knowing your limits

Remember you're not a contractor that does this
type of work for a living. Only do the work that you
feel comfortable and safe with. Abide by all laws
that govern this type of work by obtaining all
permits and when necessary, have a city building
inspector review your progress. And always
consider hiring a reputable contractor to help, by
performing some of the work that you don't feel
safe and comfortable with! m
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