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When I|.1E Chanian  family
decidéd o renovate their home,
they thouwght evervihing vould be
taken care ol by a well-known,
trusted and highty-skilled contsac
tor 1Te B niily chose the
same company they
used for @ remeovalion

“We fwe in froubied

Call before you build

;Famﬂy saYs do homework to avoid renovation rip-offs

s The contractor
installed illegad wirng and also
O pRamiser fhe - stroctaral
:imﬁ[t}' of the floor jodsts.

ar cal!lup, thedr contradtor
and  reeoiving. no  immediate
response, the (Hsamians timed o
Mamikton  contrectic  Hobby
Agsacdourian of Trple |
T, Theew savw Assadour-
an on one of his regulas

el Fzageie

raject in 1. The i e renovation -
E{.-lﬂ‘.mﬂm seemied pro- ED;LF.'.:i-..rrJIE ;’i"E’S ments on Cable ﬁﬁ
fessional. The company _-'-:‘:""E:}’"JS Harmilton Life.
had it oam  cusiom manggd_,_py_r: Asspdourian -
siwronm,  was well  cpe i) nesver ha authored a book with
adverfised and sales o e MY Trewar Bouchard called
peaple said all the gne 2Ty Qiven A Coniracior You Can
things, The company ———————  Bring Home o Mom,
offered o look aftor all wlﬁ helps hommemen-
the required permits . and  ersavoid renovation dp offs,

apprvals, Afver visiting the Ohanian bome

“They seemed to be really pro-
[l!ﬁ‘ibm]a:] giaid honnermamer Vicki
Ciharnimn.

Viekt amd her !tuﬁh:in:l_. Anitho-
iy, laired the company to install a
prererd ey ronn baar fall.

Thie project stareed out well, bt
problems quickly amse

The contractor would often
arrive af 10:50 a.m. ansd Jesog by 2
pum. Alter guoting the family a
one-week dme frame, the job ook
Six wieeke

Then the wnespectesd  hap-
pemsl The ceiling collapsed above
the Jdtchen, revealp the contrac.
tesr's shenbdy wirk Fom 2001, The
family spent an engiee weekend
withour alartric: iky v warter, They
also moticed a strange smell, which
twmed gl 1o be an OpCIL SCwWeT
line. that was emitdng noxiows

and seeing the work of the previ-
ous contractor, Assadourian was

agpalled.
“They were podig to pat a toiler
Intn the. weeping  le,”  zaid

Assadourian. “Thats totally ite-

After assuring the Ohanlans
thiat all the permmits would be taken
cire of, the first contractor [ egally
began work without permits.

Assndourion later obtained a
permit for the powder mom, as
wiell s o spcond permt B0 cormect
the submstandand sk of the previ-
oiis coniractor. fust before Chriss-
mas, 4 oty Inspector gave the proj-
el i final a;‘;;dmm] and the (hani-
ans finally thedr hoise back,
jeestin time for the holideys.

[f voure planning to renovate
your fame this year, Assedourian
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From left, Vicki Ohanian, Bobby Assadourian and Anthony
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the importance of :alinz'the city and checking a contractor’s credentials

before beginning any jo

has a few helpful tips to folbe
before you begin. First, call the Ciny
of Hamdtton st 905-546-2424 ‘and
find oug If your project naguices a
building permit, Don't count on
tive contracior fo check for pammit
e sringernents, becase the lability
ulttmately rests witl the busime.
oemer, Onee you've calied a few
contractors and priced the joh, ask
vour confractor for mferences.
Algo ask vour contractor i the
castmpiany carries warkplace Habibi-
ty insurance. The eliy can alse el

i whether & contractors s
icensed. A licensed contractor
ITikiss LIJ!I]I'_'TH\G:IL‘I |,:||||i|'.-: haezkgroancd
check for any crimdnal accivity

Sadly, as Assadourian points
out, not all contractors arc sorthy
af frust. He advises customers nnd
10y Blim hire the bi 1, most
advEI[mﬂ firm wuhe:-uﬁil chiing
soimae reseanch,

*“This fan't the world of the or

thes and T e bee samich, “Wee live in
fmoubled econpoimic. imes. Society
has changed. | Trost shoald newver
b Blimedly iven.”

When the kitchen celling cof-
lap=ed, the Chanians” first conrac-
tor adwvised the family o seek com-
prensation through their home-
owners insurance. Assadourian
dssiimses the comtraczor had ne lia-
bility msurance.

Assadourians bk, co-
authored by Trevor Bouchard of
comsliing firm Chiick Contractors,
is full of tips on how to hive a pro-
lesginmal, skilled rontmcio,

Tine paperback editdon of A
Laoniracier Vv Can Bring Howme fo
Mo is available at sclected Chag-
terd, Cobes amd Inetign honk sderes
and online from Lulucom. The
ook sefls for STEAD amd all pree
ceeds support the Ontarle March
af Dimes, a charity thiat helps
acdults with physical disabidlities.

Hmmltun ]nternatlunal Airport celebrates the city’s first ﬂlghts to Cuba

Mmmhnirmar-d Alex board for a haoliday to Cuba from Hamitton.

AT

Johm C. Munre Hamilion e
natinal Airport is celebrated its
first flights o Cuaba with Caban
o specialist Hola Sun Holidays,

Trervellers are heading o the
warin sun with the nms wﬂ:-l;]_}'
non-stop flights now avatlable

between Hamiltomn wracd ['.il}u,:l g -

and Hokmiin,

pI:"'][r']tl;{ from Feamviltan to Caba
is poing to be o breeze this winter
with new weekly direct flights”
sail Karem Medweth, director,
msarketing for the alrpoel

*Eoutherm Oniadn mesidents
hore the opportunity to fly to these
two heastiful botions from the
convemient location of Hamdion.

Eu Felix Salezar, prosident of
Haola 53.1::1 ["“ui:lﬁ i% Fast bt
it The worlds favourite fun and
gun wacathon spot, and [lalguin
aned Cayo Coco ame bwo of the
nicest Arems

All-lnchasive packapes to Ciyo
Coco and Helguin are perfect
families seeking 2 wianm, msd-win
ber gotiway

Flights run ustid April 21
depart each Wednesday

Packages start from 5518 per
persen for - seven-night stay and
inchude direct fights and secpn
mgeadation, phes a free natune or city
tonar compements of Hola Sus.

MARK BIEHLER

Sales Reprecanlative
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BOWLING

Roll & Bowl benefits
paraplegic association

Begister now for the first Holl &
Howl tournacment Tor the Cansidian
Paraplegic Association of Cntario
Hamileoa: Hegion,

The bowling tournament, which
runs Saturday Jan. B oar Spditssifle
Entertainment Complex on Stone
Church Hoad in Hamdlioms, 5 a
PBonstizeg ourmament for '|_'|I,.;|:|.'-:_'[:_=. ol
any skill or ahdlity

HI:-!-E:iH!I‘.IIii:lrI heging at noomn,
with bowling at 1 pom. The tourna-
el will wWrip up wilh awands and
prizes at 4 pum.

Sed whanalcpasnl g hamihen,

The cost to participate is $25 per
boaler in pledpges saied, $125 per
team., The event is open for individ-
ual plavers or teams of five. Regis-
tration  inchades bowling, shoe
rental, focd, prizes and the (Pod Pin

[ Challenge spensoned by Alert Best

Healtheare.  For further Informa-
tigen, conitiaect Chelsen Crealock o
G3-516-¥77d  or by emall
Chelsea. creakwk@epannt.ong,

ENTERTAINMENT

Choir needs tenors

The  Mediiws !'nlh-._t';c [ oanmia-
nity Choir & looking for tenors.

Muowsarts Reguiemmn sipwd Ponbegs- s
Gioria concert are plarmed for earky
May, Hehearsals take place every
Wednesday,  T30-10 pom. ar
hMohawk Callege, Vennell Campus,
in Boom  F118 Anditions ane by

| appoimtment aoby (8580 Lowise ai

S05-526-THH o7 seo www mohawk-
collegeccal tenhawkehole,

ENTERTAINMENT

Roasting mayor Fred

Thckets are mow on sale for
FROAST, w tribute roast to former
Hamilion mayor Fred Bizenberper,

The tElevised svent will be held
Tuesday, Febo L, 8 pomn., at the Wesi-
sbde Coneerd Theains 434 Kir 1 5l
W, Hamilion. FROAST will inciude
rOascs :|:|!.' Larey Dilannd, Anidres
Horvath, Mark Chemberlam, Chris
Charlody, Hon Fozerolt, Clvsrles
Turavinski and  Rob Maclsaak, as
well g5 & musical performance by
former Wvor Bob bMorrow, Tickets
are 575 and inclsde food and enter-
taireedal, Procecds will be donated
to help offset Bizanbesger's election
diehl. Visil Irl:n:l,:'.im.-.nl':-:'rt;nrl;n or call
Q05-574-3733




